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SUB J : ANGOLAN REFUGEES IN NAMIBIA AND SOUTH AFRICA 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF FEBRUARY 6 LETTER FROM SOUTH 
AFRICAN PERM REP TO SYG, ENCLOSING TEXT OF LETTER OF 
SAME DAY TO SYG FROM SOUTH AFRICAN FOREIGN MINISTER MULLER. 
LETTER HAS BEEN CIRCULATED AS SECURITY COUNCIL DOCUMENT 
S/11970. 

QUOTE: 

S/11970 

LETTER DATED 6 FEBRUARY 1976 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE 
OF SOUTH AFRICA TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL 
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I HAVE THE HONOUR TO ATTACH THE TEXT OF A LETTER ADDRESSED 
TO YOU ON 6 FEBRUARY 1976, BY THE SOUTH AFIRCAN MINISTER 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, DR. THE HONOURABLE H. MULLER, ON 
THE QUESTION OF ANGOLAN REFUGEES. 

I SHOULD BE GLAD IF THIS LETTER COULD BE ISSUED AS A DOCUMENT 
OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 

(SIGNED) R. F. BOTHA 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE 

ANNEX 

LETTER DATED 6 FEBRUARY 1976 FROM THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS OF SOUTH AFRICA ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

IT WILL BE RECALLED THAT ON 22 JANUARY 1976, BY 

LETTER AND THROUGH THE SOUTH AFRICAN PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS, I RAISED WITH YOUR EXCELLENCY 
THE QUESTION OF ANGOLAN REFUGEES STRANDED ON BOATS IN 
THE SOUTH AFRICAN PORT OF WALVIS BAY AND OF DISPLACED PERSONS 
IN VARIOUS REFUGEE CAMPS. I EXPRESSED MY GOVERNMENT'S 
PARTICULAR CONCERN AT THE PLIGHT OF THOSE WHO WERE NOT 
PORTUGUESE CITIZENS AND REQUESTED YOUR EXCELLENCY TO ASK 
THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES TO 
ASSIST IN RESOLVING THIS PROBLEM. 

DESPITE MY REQUEST, THE HIGH COMMISSIONER HAS NOT YET TAKEN 
ANY ACTION TO RENDER SUCH ASSISTANCE, AND I AM THEREFORE 
CONSTRAINED AGAIN TO RAISE THE MATTER WITH YOUR EXCELLENCY 
AS ONE OF URGENCY. 

REGARDING THE APPROXIMATELY 2,450 REFUGEES WHO HAVE TO 
DATE BEEN STRANDED IN WALVIS BAY, I WOULD BRING TO YOUR 
EXCELLENCY'S NOTICE THAT THE PORTUGUESE AUTHORITIES HAVING 
ACCEPTED RESPONSIBILITY FOR SOME 1,920 OF THEM WHO WERE 
PORTUGUESE CITIZENS, THE LATTER WERE ALLOWED TO DISEMBARK 
AND WERE PROVIDED BY THE SOUTH AFRICAN AUTHORITIES WITH 
FOOD, SHELTER AND TRANSPORTATION FROM THE TIME OF DIS- 
EMBARKATION UNTIL THEIR SUBSEQUENT DEPARTURE FROM WINDHOEK 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 USUNN 00482 092226Z 

TO PORTUGAL. OF THE REMAINDER, 205, COMPRISING MOSTLY 
THE OWNERS AND CREWS OF THE BOATS AND THEIR FAMILIES, 

WILL PROCEED TO PORTUGAL BY SEA. THE BALANCE OF 324 - ALL 
NON-PORTUGUESE CITIZENS - DECIDED OF THEIR OWN VOLITION 
TO RETURN TO ANGOLA AND CONSEQUENTLY WERE TRANSPORTED 
BY THE SOUTH AFRICAN AUTHORITIES FROM WALVIS BAY TO CALAI, 

WHICH IS ONE OF THE ORIGINAL THREE REFUGEE CAMPS SET UP 
AND MAINTAINED BY SOUTH AFRICA IN SOUTHERN ANGOLA NEAR 
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THE BORDER WITH SOUTH WEST AFRICA. SINCE 22 JANUARY 
A FURTHER 2,000 DISPLACED PERSONS IN ANGOLA HAVE FLED TO 
THAT CAMP AND TO THE OTHER TWO CAMPS AT CHITADO AND CUANGAR. 
THE SOUTH AFRICAN AUTHORITIES ARE ALSO PROVIDING ALL NECESSARY 
SERVICES AND PROVISIONS FOR ABOUT 6,000 OTHER DISPLACED 
PERSONS AT PEREIRA DE ECA, A FOURTH CAMP WHICH SOUTH AFRICA 
HAS RECENTLY BEEN OBLIGED TO SET UP AND MAINTAIN. IN TOTAL, 

OVER 11,000 DISPLACED PERSONS ARE NOW BEING PROTECTED 
AND CARED FOR BY THE SOUTH AFRICAN AUTHORITIES, WHILE AT 
LEAST ANOTHER 1,000 ARE REPORTED TO BE HEADING FOR THESE 
CAMPS. IT MAY BE EXPECTED THAT THESE NUMBERS WILL 
RAPIDLY GROW. 

IN BRINGING THESE MATTERS TO YOUR EXCELLENCY'S ATTENTION 
I MUST STRESS THAT THE ABILITY OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT 
TO PROVIDE THESE REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS WITH THE 
NECESSARY PROVISIONS AND ASSISTANCE IS NOT UNLIMITED 
AND ITS RESOURCES NOT INEXHAUSTIBLE, AND I WOULD POINT 
OUT THAT IT CANNOT MAINTAIN THESE CAMPS INDEFINITELY. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT WOULD THEREFORE LIKE TO 
LEARN URGENTLY WHETHER THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES 
PROPOSES TO RENDER MEANINGFUL ASSISTANCE IN THE VERY NEAR 
FUTURE, FAILING WHICH MY GOVERNMENT MIGHT BE FORCED 
TO LIMIT ITS RELIEF MEASURES. 

I WOULD THEREFORE AGAIN REQUEST YOUR EXCELLENCY TO ASK 
THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES TO LEND 
HIS ACTIVE ASSISTANCE IN RESOLVING A PROBLEM WHICH SO 
CLEARLY FALLS WITHIN HIS COMPETENCE. MY GOVERNMENT HAS 
NOTED THAT REPRESENTATIVES OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED 
CROSS WHO WERE IN SOUTH WEST AFRICA WILL REPORT ON THE 
SITUATION TO THE HIGH COMMISSIONER IN ORDER TO ASSESS 
WHAT MAY BE DONE. I MUST HOWEVER REITERATE TO YOUR 
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EXCELLENCY THAT THE MATTER IS EXTREMELY URGENT AND THAT 
IMMEDIATE RELIEF MEASURES ARE REQUIRED IN THE INTERESTS 
OF THE UNFORTUNATE PERSONS CONCERNED. 

(SIGNED) H. MULLER 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

UNQUOTE. 

MOYNIHAN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TEXT, REFUGEE RELIEF, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, REFUGEE CAMPS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976USUNN00482 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760049-0690 
From: USUN NEW YORK 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760266/aaaacgcw.tel 

Line Count: 163 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 SEP 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <07 SEP 2004 by meiwc>; APPROVED <08 SEP 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ANGOLAN REFUGEES IN NAMIBIA AND SOUTH AFRICA FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF FEBRUARY 6 LETTER FROM SOUTH 
TAGS: PFOR, SREF, AO, WA, SF, UN, UNSC, (MULLER, HILGARD) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



